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An amateur production by arrangement with Nick Hern Books.
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Biographies

Lucy Kirkwood
Writer
Lucy Kirkwood is an award-winning playwright and 
screenwriter. Her theatre work includes The Welkin, 
Mosquitoes, The Children, Chimerica (winner of 
the 2014 Olivier Award for Best New Play, the 
2013 Evening Standard Best Play Award, the 2014 
Critics’ Circle Best New Play Award, and the Susan 
Smith Blackburn Award), NSFW (first performed in 
the Royal Court in 2012), small hours (co-written 
with Ed Hime), Beauty and the Beast (with Katie 
Mitchell), Bloody Wimmin (as part of Women, Power 
and Politics), it felt empty when the heart went 
at first but it is alright now (winner of the 2012 
John Whiting Award), Hedda and Tinderbox.

She won the inaugural Berlin Lee UK Playwrights 
Award in 2013. In June 2018 she was elected 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in its “40 
Under 40” initiative.

Joan Oliver
Director
Joan is a RADA acting graduate. Her television 
work includes Casualty, The Bill, Jonathan Creek, 
London’s Burning and EastEnders. Her theatre 
credits include Educating Rita, Golden Girls, Don 
Juan Comes Back from the War and The Party’s 
Over. Alongside her acting Joan established herself 
as a teacher and freelance director. She returned 
to RADA as the Education and Outreach Manager 
in 2009, a role which she held until 2014, when she 
took up the position of Foundation Course Director. 
This was followed by her current role as RADA’s 
first Director of Equity.

For RADA, Joan has directed Anton Chekov’s 
The Seagull, which she also adapted, Rotterdam 
by Jon Brittain, and debbie tucker green’s one 
woman play random.

Iona Fern Ridley
Set and Costume Designer
Iona Fern is a second-year student on RADA’s 
Foundation Degree in Technical Theatre and Stage 
Management specialising in design and scenic art 
and is stepping into the role of Set and Costume 
Designer for NSFW (Not Safe For Work) directed by 
Joan Oliver. 

Their works in RADA include: Much Ado About 
Nothing (Assistant Designer/Scenic Artist, 
Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre Shakespeare for 

Young Audiences tour around London); Julius 
Ceasar (Assistant Designer/ Scenic Artist, 
Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre, Shakespeare for 
Young Audiences tour around London); Richard 
II  (Assistant Designer/ Scenic Artist, Jerwood 
Vanbrugh Theatre, Shakespeare for Young 
Audiences tour around London); Sweeney Todd 
(Scenic Art Head of Department, Jerwood 
Vanbrugh Theatre); When The Rain Stops Falling 
(Scenic Art Head of Department, Jerwood 
Vanbrugh Theatre), Stop Kiss (Scenic Art Head of 
Department, GBS Theatre); As You Like It (Assistant 
Stage Manager, GBS Theatre); Pomona (Lighting 
Operator / Lighting Crew, Gielgud Theatre); 
sunlight is the best disinfectant (Construction Crew, 
GBS Theatre); Against (Follow Spot Operator/
Construction Crew, Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre); 
Consent (Construction Crew, Gielgud Theatre); King 
Lear (Dresser/Scenic Artist, Jerwood Vanbrugh 
Theatre); Phase One Escape Room (Scenic Artist, 
Gielgud Theatre). 

Skylar Turnbull-Hurd
Lighting Designer
Skylar (she/her) is a second year lighting student 
on RADA’s FdA Technical Theatre and Stage 
Management course. She is pursuing lighting 
design as her specialism next year, but also enjoys 
production electrics and programming, as well as 
getting involved in other work backstage.

This academic year at RADA, Skylar was the 
Production Electrician on Stop Kiss in the GBS and 
Time and The Conways in the Jerwood Vanbrugh 
Theatre. She was the also Lighting Designer on the 
Costume and Production Exhibition in December. 
Earlier this summer she was the Programmer and 
Assistant Lighting Designer to Matt Leventhall on 
Sweeney Todd in the Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre.

Externally to RADA, earlier this year she was 
on placement at the National Theatre with 
Lighting Designer Jai Morjaria on Wuthering 
Heights, and also was on placement at The Bridge 
Theatre for their production of Book of Dust, 
lighting designed by Jon Clark. Skylar also stepped 
in as follow-spot cover at the Bridge on this show, 
and is currently a casual technician there. This 
summer she is undertaking her first Associate 
Lighting Designer role.



Marco Curcio
Sound Designer
Marco is a sound engineer with more than 15 
years of experience working in London’s West End 
Theatres and for the Royal National Theatre. In the 
last few years he has been exploring Sound Design 
and Sound Recording for film. Working on a variety 
of drama, art, commercial and educational projects 
for companies such as the British Council, i-D 
magazine, TrustPilot, SIFA (Singapore International 
Festival of the Arts) and The Royal Court Theatre.

More recently he’s been involved in the short 
film Sea Dragon, selected for the Cleveland Film 
Festival 2021, and the live session recording of folk 
artist Micheal F Tomlinson whose album came out 
in late 2021.

Marco’s experience working in such a variety 
of sound related fields has helped him develop 
a strong artistic sensibility paired with a solid 
technical expertise.

Daniel Denton
Video Designer
Daniel Denton is a London based Video Designer 
and Visual Artist. His background is in illustration 
and experimental film and now creates animation 
and designs visuals across theatre, opera, music, 
fashion, film and immersive events. Recent 
credits include: Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Leeds 
Playhouse; iGirl, Abbey Theatre; For The Grace Of 
You Go I, Theatre Clwyd; Secret Cinema: Stranger 
Things, Secret Cinema; Kes:Reimagined, BBC4.

Ting Fang
Associate Video Designer
Ting is a second year technical student on the 
FdA in Technical Theatre and Stage Management 
specialising in video, production management and 
technical management. She was the video designer 
for the escape room Flat 11B. Previously she 
has been working as a stage manager, technical 
manager and tech interpreter in China and has 
been working as production manager and technical 
manager on RADA productions.

Her work at RADA includes: Sweeney Todd  
(Scenery Builder), The Faith Machine (Scenery 
Builder), Flat 11B (Video Designer), The Gift 
(Production/Technical Manager, GBS Theatre), 
Sonnet 12 (Production/Technical Manager,  
Gielgud Theatre), Stop Kiss (Production Manager, 
GBS Theatre).

Biographies continued



Thank you to all those who donate in support of 
our training, our students, our creative and outreach 
programmes.

Principal Partner
Warner Bros. Entertainment

President’s Circle
Sir Kenneth Branagh
Aidan Clegg
Alan and Ros Haigh
Tina and Martin Hughes
Reginald and Satoko Macdonald
Sir Stephen Waley-Cohen Bt
Geraldine Winner
And all those who wish to remain anonymous

Benefactors
Victor and Giulia Loewy
Tanya Rose
John Slamecka
David Kaskel and Chris Teano
Patrick and Anna Thomson

Platinum Patrons
Zac Barratt 
Will and Jo Davies 
Paul and Gill Kendrick
Richard Lissack QC
John and Antonia Romeo
Andrew and Shirley Sutch
The Lynen Family
David and Carole Warren

Starring Role
Trevor and Monica Coldrey
John and Clare Grumbar
Wendy Jardine
Philip Noel
Janet Robb
Javier Gonzalez
Mark Stewart
Jill Whitehouse
Professor Michael Worton CBE

We would like to acknowledge the kind support of 
our RADA Leading Role, Supporting Role, Ensemble 
and Audience members.

Corporate partners
Platinum partners
Shure
Autograph Sound
ROBE Lighting

Gold partners
Anna Valley Ltd
KV2 Audio
Notch
Santander Universities UK
White Light Ltd

Silver partners
Cadac
MDG
Panalux UK
Quintessentially
Zero 88

Bronze partners
Ambersphere
Avolites
Champagne Taittinger
ETC
Factory
Neg Earth
Philips Entertainment Lighting
PRG UK
Projected Image
Swarovski
TSL Lighting
Triple E

Event partners
AXA XL
The May Fair Hotel
XPS Pensions Group

Production partners
Willis Towers Watson

Stage Critical
Lead Supporter
The Utley Foundation

Major Supporters
CHK Foundation
The Carne Trust
Honeymead Arts Trust
The William and Katharine Longman 
Charitable Trust
Anne Peck / The Schwab Fund

Supporters
Will and Jo Davies
Ros and Alan Haigh
The Broughton Foundation
The Rothermere Foundation
The Thornton Foundation
Sir Peter Bazalgette
Beth and Ian Mills
Maggie and Peter Murray-Smith 
The Sylvia Waddilove Foundation

RADA Supporters



 	  @RADA_London 

 	  RoyalAcademyOfDramaticArt
	 royalacademyofdramaticart

Trusts and Foundations
The Behrens Foundation
The Cayo Foundation
The Childhood Trust
CHK Foundation
The Utley Foundation
Watson Foundation

Scholarship Fund
Anne Peck
ASRADA
The Amy Mitcheson Fund
The Black Heart Foundation 
The Boris Karloff Foundation
The Carne Trust
The Charles Michael Holloway Charitable Trust
The Clothworkers’ Foundation
The Desmond Gill Memorial Award
The D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
The Gilbert and Eileen Edgar Foundation
The Grahame Norris Memorial Fund
The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation
The Sir John Gielgud Charitable Trust Bursary
The Josephine Hart Poetry Foundation
The Laurence Olivier Award
The Leverhulme Trust
The Lilian Baylis Award
The Lionel Bart Foundation
The Rayne Foundation
Santander Universities UK
Sophie’s Silver Lining Fund
The South Square Trust
The Stanley Picker Charitable Trust
The Wall Trust
Warner Bros. Entertainment
The William and Frances Branagh Memorial Fund
The William and Katherine Longman Trust

Legacy Pledges
Charles Barton
Marcus and Susie Bicknell
Philip Carne MBE
Kenneth Cohen
Sarah Cook
Mike Cooper
Craig Crosbie
Alastair Davidson
Sheila Dickinson
Maureen Elton

Sarah Evans
Anthony Gardner
Don Gaskell
Stephen Greif
Guy Henry
Robin Houston
David Hunt
Vivian Munn
Nigel Pivaro
Elizabeth Sebok
Fiona Shaw CBE
Michael Simkins
John St Brioc Hooper
Felicity Trew
Bruce Wall
Camilla Whitworth-Jones
Anonymous

Awards in Perpetuity
Constance Roberts
Dame Irene Vanbrugh
Debbie Cronshaw
Eleanore Bryan
Eunice Black
The Friends of RADA
Garth Wilton - dedicated to Ann Wilton
Gillian Wilson
John Thaw
Kate Dreyer Memorial
Keely Donovan
Keith Waterhouse
Lady Pilkington
Lionel Gamlin
Lord and Lady Attenborough
Marianne Pearce
Mary Higgins
Mary Morris
Max Reinhardt
Peter and Sheila Bennett
Peter Barkworth
RADA Associates
The Rayne Foundation
The Searle Scholarship
Sir John Gielgud Bursary
St Clair Bayfield
The Sylvia London Student Bursary
WCRS Student Bursary

RADA Supporters continued



Deborah
Alli

Beth
Alsbury

Marcus 
Amaglo

Lynton
Appleton

Phoebe
Campbell

Mila 
Carter

Chloe 
Claudel

Estelle 
Cousins

Tawana
Dingembira

Patrick
Fleming

Sky 
Frances

Keaton
Guimarães-Tolley

Max
Jackson

Lucy
Jamieson

Kerill
Kelly

Esmé
Kingdom

Lizzie
Macgregor Mason

Sam 
Mitchell

Katarina 
Novkovic

Hughie 
O’Donnell

Abiola
Owokoniran

Rowan
Robinson

Elyssia
Roe

Anna 
Tolstoy

Ayla
Wheatley

Perry
Williams

BA (Hons) in Acting

Headshots by Clare Park
(Mila Carter’s by Andy McCredie) 


