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Biographies

Sam Shepard
Writer
Sam Shepard (1943-2017) was an American actor, 
playwright, author, screenwriter and director. He 
wrote over fifty plays winning many accolades 
including ten Obie Awards, a Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama for his play Buried Child and was described 
by the New York magazine as “the greatest 
American playwright of his generation”. His plays 
include: Icarus’s Mother, La Turista, The Tooth of 
Crime, Geography of a Horse Dreamer, Action, Angel 
City, Suicide in B Flat, Curse of the Starving Class, 
Buried Child, Tongues, True West, Fool for Love, 
A Lie of the Mind, Simpatico, The God of Hell and 
Kicking a Dead Horse.

Philip Dart
Director
After graduating from Hull University, Philip began 
his professional directing career at the Soho Poly 
Theatre in London. 

His Artistic Directorship of Kent-based Channel 
Theatre Company began with two critically 
acclaimed UK touring premieres: Larry Kramer’s 
The Normal Heart and Anthony Minghella’s  
Made in Bangkok. He went on to direct many  
more Arts Council funded national touring 
productions, including The Woman in Black (UK 
touring premiere); The Haunted Hotel (his own 
adaptation of Wilkie Collins’ gothic novel) and  
Tom McGrath’s Laurel and Hardy (co-produced with 
Buxton Opera House). 

During the 00s, Philip established a flagship arts 
centre in Margate, Kent, with support from the EU 
and Arts Council Lottery funding. From here he set 
up Chalkfoot Theatre Arts, which served small-
scale theatres and rural community venues in Kent, 
Sussex and London. Productions for Chalkfoot 
included Running For Glory (based on events at the 
1924 Paris Olympics) and an innovative staging of 
Erskine Childers’ Edwardian novel The Riddle of the 
Sands at Jermyn Street Theatre (which earned him 
nominations for Best Director and Best Production 
in the Off West End awards). 

Philip frequently works outside the UK. He has 
directed for the English Theatre of Hamburg and 
regularly works for Vienna’s English Theatre. 
www.scenethreecreative.co.uk.

Lizzy Leech
Designer
Lizzy trained at Bristol Old Vic Theatre School and 
studied English Literature at Warwick University.
Recent designs include: The Secret Garden (North 
East and Cumbria tour), Cyprus Avenue (RADA), 
The Golden Fleece (Sheffield Crucible), 60 Miles 
by Road or Rail (Royal & Derngate Northampton), 
A Girl In School Uniform (Leeds Playhouse and 
tour), Joan of Leeds and Antigone (New Diorama 
Theatre), Spiderfly (Theatre 503), Hansel and Gretel, 
Fairytale Detectives (Theatr Clwyd), The Merchant 
of Venice (Stafford Festival Shakespeare), The 
Butterfly Lion (The Barn Theatre, Cirencester), 
Songlines (HighTide Theatre, UK tour), The Leftovers 
(Leicester Curve and UK tour), A Table Tennis Play 
(Walrus Theatre and Theatre Royal Plymouth), Alby 
the Penguin Saves Christmas (Oxford Playhouse), 
To My Younger Self (Synergy Theatre), Love for Love 
and The Heresy of Love (Bristol Old Vic).

As Assistant Designer projects include: All of Us 
(National Theatre), Macbeth (Shakespeare’s Globe), 
La Boheme (Gothenburg Opera House), Pericles 
(National Theatre), Beginning (National Theatre and 
West End), Macbeth (Royal Shakespeare Company) 
A Tale of Two Cities and Oliver Twist (Regents Park 
Open Air Theatre). lizzyleech.com

Dylan Mulholland
Lighting Designer
Dylan (he/him) is a second year student on 
the RADA FdA Technical Theatre and Stage 
Management course specialising in lighting 
design and production lighting. This year at RADA, 
Dylan has designed Flat 11B (RADA’s immersive 
escape room) and before Christmas designed 
and programmed the MA Theatre Lab Manifestos, 
a collection of devised short pieces. He has 
been chief electrician on multiple occasions and 
programmed When the Rain Stops Falling in early 
spring. Dylan has also been on placement at 
Theatre By The Lake where he worked as a member 
of the lighting department.

Dylan Marsh
Sound Designer
A second time theatre sound designer, Dylan has 
spent the past few months between his studies 
working as a sound and video engineer at the 
Young Vic theatre. Coming back to RADA for his 
final show this year, Curse of the Starving Class has 
been a fantastic lesson in working with the subtlety 
of sound.
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