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Biographies
Matt Leventhall
Creator
The escape room project was created seven 
years ago to immerse the Technical Theatre Arts 
students in the specialised crafts and technologies 
of interactive entertainment experiences. The 
realisation of puzzles is in itself… puzzling. This year, 
as ever, students have demonstrated surpassing 
ingenuity and technical dexterity in the fulfilment  
of the brief. Matt is an escape game enthusiast and  
a follower of competition level Sudoku and The Times 
crossword competition.

Reese Graham
Director
Reese graduated from RADA in 2021 and now 
works as a Lighting Programmer, Associate tutor 
and COGS specialist. After working on the escape 
room project as a student at RADA, Reese found a 
passion for the technology and craft involved. He 
has assisted in some way with every RADA escape 
room since. Before pursuing his current career as 
a Lighting Programmer, Reese worked full time for 
Clockwork Dog as a Specialist Installation Technician 
and Programmer. During this time, he travelled the 
UK helping existing escape rooms upgrade their 
technology to COGS, enhancing the experience for 
players as well as streamlining the operation for 
businesses. He was also involved in installing brand 
new games such as Monopoly Life sized (July 2021). 
Reese now runs training courses for Clockwork 
Dog at drama schools and other higher education 
institutions up and down the country. Reese is 
currently a full time Lighting Programmer at the 
National Theatre, joining the Lighting Control Team 
in 2023. Prior to this he held a similar position at the 
Royal Opera House. Recent credits include: Here We 
Are, 2025 (Lighting Programmer, Lyttelton Theatre); 
Alterations, 2025 (Lighting Programmer, Lyttelton 
Theatre); Professor Squeaky Cleans Secret Soap  
Lab (Director RADA Escape Room 2024); and Journey  
to Glistergrave’s Deep (Director RADA Escape  
Room 2025).

Alison Cartledge
Designer
Alison studied Theatre Design at Central School of 
Art and Design, London, graduating with BA Hons.

She has covered a wide range of theatre design from 
Cinderella in Los Angeles, The King & I and Dames 
at Sea in the West End to shows that include: The 
New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich; The Orange Tree, 
Richmond; Badejo Arts; Talawa Theatre Company; 
The Half Moon; Fisher Center, New York State; 
The English Theatre Frankfurt and Intima Theatre, 
Stockholm. She has also designed for corporate 
events, and fête champêtres for the National Trust.

Alison is Lead Design Tutor at RADA.

Nathan Quraishi Holt
Lighting Designer
Nathan is in his final year of the BA (Hons) inTechnical 
Theatre and Stage Management course specialising 
in lighting. His previous RADA work includes: as 
Lighting Designer, Pains of Youth, Director Ami Sayers, 
Designer Lizzy Leech; Julius Caesar (Shakespeare 
for Young Audiences 2025), Director Adam Karim, 
Designer Sophie Firth; as Associate Lighting Designer, 
Is God Is, Director Ebenezer Bamgboye, Designer 
Olivia Jamieson, Lighting Designer Jodie Underwood; 
as Lighting Designer, NYU Shakespeare Project 
Comedy of Errors, Director Vivian Munn; as Lighting 
Programmer, Gundog by Simon Longman, Director 
Joan Oliver, Designer Miriam Dheva-Aksorn, Lighting 
Designer Mila Mussatt. Outside work includes 
Lighting Designer, Curtains the Musical, Director 
Laurie Scarth, Designer Lizzy Leech.

Lydia Hervey
Composer and Sound Designer
Lydia Hervey is a London-based sound student 
currently studying at RADA on the FdA Technical 
Theatre and Stage Management course. She 
previously studied Classical Music at the University  
of Liverpool. Her practice focuses on music 
production and sound engineering, with particular 
interests in sound design, soundscapes, immersive 
live audio experiences, and playback programming. 
Her recent work includes Co–Sound Designer and 
Production Sound Engineer for Little’s Lost Letter 
(RADA’s 2026 escape room), Duty Sound for The 
Wonderful World of Dissocia and Dance Nation, 
Lead Production Sound Engineer for Pains of Youth, 
and Sound Operator for Is God Is. Drawing on her 
foundation in classical music, Lydia combines 
technical precision with creative innovation across 
both design and engineering. She is particularly 
interested in immersive work, viewing sound as  
a powerful storytelling tool that shapes the  
audience’s experience.

Matthew Johns
Composer and Sound Designer
Matthew Johns is in his second year of RADA’s  
FdA Technical Theatre and Stage Management course 
specialising in sound. Coming straight of school, 
most of his technical training has come from the past 
two years. His ambition is to learn and experience as 
much as he can within the Academy and eventually 
the world of theatre. Matthew composed the music 
for this year’s escape room, Little’s Lost Letter, that 
was performed and recorded by Blanc Kanvas. He 
also co-sound designed as well as being the Co-
Production Sound Engineer. He has a great passion 
for composing music and songwriting as well as the 
technical intricacies of sound in general. His recent 
work includes being the Co-Chief Sound Engineer and 
Deputy Sound Engineer for Rabbit and Motortown as 
well as the Sound Operator for Home, I’m Darling.
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Trusts and Foundations: 
ASRADA
The Austin and Hope Pilkington 
Trust 
Cockayne - Grants for the Arts: 
a donor advised fund held at The 
London Community Foundation 
The Behrens Foundation 
Backstage Trust 
The Black Heart Foundation 
CHK Foundation 
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Foundation 
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The Boris Karloff Charitable 
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The Carne Trust 
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The David Cunliffe Scholarship  
The Desmond Gill Memorial 
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The D’Oyly Carte Charitable 
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The Gilbert and Eileen Edgar 
Foundation 
ITV Tony Warren Bursary 
The Josephine Hart Poetry 
Foundation 

The Laurence Olivier Bursary 
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The Lionel Bart Charitable 
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The Nick Lewis Memorial Trust  
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