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woOd began with the question: what if we take 
wood as material and a space for story and looked 
at it through the lens of transformation? What can 
the woods teach us about who we are? 

We went to the woods - of our pasts, of myth and 
of Epping Forest - to study, embody and imagine 
how its stories reflect our own. These images and 
scenarios emerged between the performers in 
improvisation: a passage of episodes that explore 
innocence, fear and transformation.

We sought out people who have found refuge in 
the woods, while reading the myths, stories and 
fairytales that affected transformations. We began 

examining the breakdown of such stories and the 
refracted and broken cycles of communication 
that reflect our contemporary world. In an attempt 
to respond to a time of nonsense and narrative 
breakdown we return to the childish basics of 
theatre: fairytale, mask, dance, song and chorus. 

What continues to emerge is a broken land of 
wood, creature and human in which gestures of 
refuge, care, illness and violence merge in a dance 
of death that plays us back the fragments of the 
wood. The wood, then, becomes our increasingly 
toxic, magic and violent time, asking us what it 
means to be wholly human while a part of nature.
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Biographies

Simon Gleave
Co-creator
Simon is a director, performer and teacher.
He has directed work for Soho Theatre (Paper 
Swans), The Pleasance (Unforgettable Girl); as well 
as Rose Bruford and Drama Studio. 

He is Co-Artistic Director of JEUDi, who make 
dance-theatre and perform ongoing research into 
how applied creative practice can support carers for 
people with Dementia or Parkinson’s.

He is an Associate Director with Flabbergast Theatre 
with whom he has built and performed in the 
internationally acclaimed productions of Macbeth 
(****The Telegraph) as Macbeth, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream as Bottom and recently as Mercutio  
in Romeo and Juliet.

He has taught and directed at RADA, Rose 
Bruford, Italia Conti and Drama Studio London; his 
subjects include Mask, Bouffon, Clown, Mime and 
Acting. With David Glass and Korina Kokkali, he 
is developing an international training programme 
in devising theatre and creative practice called 
Alchemy of the Extraordinary. 

Korina Kokkali
Co-creator
Korina is a performer, choreographer, movement 
director and dance teacher.

Korina graduated in 2018 from MA: Movement 
Directing and Teaching at the Royal Central School 
of Speech & Drama with a scholarship from the 
Onassis Foundation. She has a BA in Theatre Studies 
at National & Kapodistrian University of Athens 
(2014) and she has trained as a dancer and dance 
teacher at the Higher Professional Dance School  
Niki Kontaxaki graduating with a Distinction (2010).

Since 2014, Korina has worked in several 
productions in Greece and the UK. In Athens she 
movement directed and choreographed the opera 
Hedda Gabler (Greek National Opera), Karagatsis 
Kotzambasis & Dimitriadis Therismos (Greek National 
Theatre, D. Tarlow) and Sophocle’s Antigone (Athens 
& Epidaurus Theatre Festival, VAST programme,  
A. Raptotasios) and more. In London has worked with 
David Glass (Galapagos, Jackson’s Lane, The Brides 
London International Mime Festival 2023 and Teatro 
dei Rinnovati Siena), as a performer in the R&D 
“Weimer repertoire” with Simon McBurney (2019, 
Complicité) and with Simona Gonella (2018, MA Lab 
Devising Workshop at RADA).

Together with Simon Gleave she is the co-artistic 
director of JEUDi, a dance-theatre performance 
company based between Greece and the UK with 
a focus on play and creative practices in care 
contexts.

Matt Leventhall
Lighting Designer
Matt is a lighting designer and educator who 
collaborates UK wide and internationally. Matt is 
the Head of Lighting at RADA in London. Recent 
credits include: Yes, Prime Minister! (Theatr Clwyd); 
A Christmas Carol (Theatr Clwyd); Trial By Laughter 
(Watermill and UK tour); No Kids (UK, USA and 
Hong Kong tour); Turn of the Screw (Mercury and 
UK tour), The Secret Garden (York Theatre Royal), 
Hamlet (Kenneth Branagh Theatre Company, 
Associate LD); The Terrible Infants (Wilton’s); 
The Events (Mercury Theatre); Light (Barbican, 
Bristol Old Vic and European tour); Barbarians 
(Young Vic); The Comedy About a Bank Robbery 
(Criterion, Associate LD); My Mother Never Said 
I Should (St James Theatre, Associate LD), The 
Collector (The Vaults Theatre); The Vaudevillans 
(Assembly); Moth (Hope Mill); Ant Street (Arcola); 
Lady Anna All At Sea (Park Theatre); Scarlet 
(Southwark Playhouse); God’s Own Country (Zoo); 
Sikes and Nancy (Trafalgar Studios and UK tour); 
Suffolk Stories (Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds); 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit? (Secret Cinema, site 
specific); Fishskin Trousers (Finborough); Wild West 
End (Pleasance); Bed (Lakeside Arts Nottingham); 
Madame Butterfly (Leatherhead Theatre and UK 
tour); Fresher The Musical (Pleasance); TEDx London 
(The Roundhouse). For a full list of credits visit 
www.mllx.co.uk

Hattie North
Sound Designer
Hattie is a Sound Designer from Leeds. She 
studied at LAMDA and graduated with a BA in 
Production Arts. Recent work includes: Oh My 
Pain, My Beautiful Pain (Pleasance), Rebel Voices 
(Complicité), The Elmer Adventure (Southbank 
Centre), Crying Shame (Stanley Arts), Really Good 
Exposure (Soho Theatre), Bitter Lemons (Park 
Theatre), Twelfth Night (Stafford Gatehouse) and 
Two Rounds (Jermyn Street Theatre). Associate 
work includes: Bullring Techno Makeout Jams 
(Birmingham Hippodrome/Soho Theatre), How I 
Learned To Swim (Roundabout/Bristol Old Vic), 
Two of Us (HOME) and A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(Stafford Gatehouse).
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MA Theatre Lab

Welcome to this year’s Summer Public 
Performances from RADA’s MA Theatre Lab.

MA Theatre Lab is a unique programme, offering 
emergent theatre artists advanced performance 
training in the context of collaborating on making 
original theatre and performance.

For these Public Performances, the cohort has 
split into two groups, each working intensively 
with innovative ‘makers’ on creating a new piece 
of work. This year the students are fortunate to be 
collaborating with Simon Gleave and Korina Kokkali 
and emma + pj.

Both woOd and Welcome to Noware have been 
devised by the two ensembles over five intensive 
weeks of work with their directors. What you’ll 
experience are ‘works in development’ - versions  
1.0 of new performances, not finished or  
polished pieces.

The emphasis over the rehearsal period has been 
generation and an initial work on composition. If we 
had another two weeks, I’m sure the pieces would 
look quite different to what they are now.

Which does not de-value what you’ll see today, 
of course. Original theatre making is (hopefully) 
a constantly evolving process. The students will 
continue rehearsing during their run, modelling an 
approach that is responsive to what happens night 
after night. The shows can and should develop 
through their experience with you; so, what you see 
today maybe slightly different tomorrow.

On the surface our companies have had completely 
different processes, resulting in beautifully different 
pieces of work. For me, however, both explore 
important contemporary themes within specific 
aesthetic frameworks. They develop the performers 
experience of making work in different registers, 
with those already ‘doing it’ professionally in  
the field.

This invaluable learning will underpin the students’ 
making as they head into their final term, when 
they’ll be creating their own original work for our 
end of year Lab Works Festival in late November.

We’re very grateful to you for joining us for today’s 
performance. I sincerely hope that you will enjoy the 
work and connect to the spirit of experimentation 
from which the shows have emerged.

Ian Morgan

List of MA Theatre Lab staff 2024-25

Course Leader
Ian Morgan

Vocal Performance tutor
Suzanne West

Physical Performance tutors
Chiara D’Anna Timothy Dodds and Christopher 
Sivertsen

Singing tutor
Mark Oldfield

Contextual Studies tutor
Nigel Gearing

Lab Acting and Performance tutors
Lab 1 - Gemma Crooks and Dan Sherer
Lab 2 - Peta Lilly and Ramon Ayres and Eyglo 
Belafonte (Ephemeral Ensemble)
Lab 3 - Guillaume Pigé with Claudia Marciano 
(Theatre Re)
Henry McGrath, Ian Morgan and Dan Sherer

Developing Performance tutors
Lesley Ewen and Ian Morgan

Dramatugy
Simona Gionella and Dan Sherer

Visiting Summer Performance directors
woOd - Simon Gleave and Korina Kokkali
Welcome to Noware - emma + pj

Visiting workshop artists 2025 
Ditte Berkley, Dimitris Varkas, Finn Morrell  
and Mark Down
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RADA Supporters

Major Supporters

Academy Circle 
Charles Holloway OBE 
Anne Peck 
Anonymous 

Presidents Circle 
Richard Bernstein 
Cecilia and Stuart Boyd
Sir Kenneth Branagh 
Alan and Ros Haigh 
Tania Seary and Chris Lynch 
Satoko Yamaga Macdonald 
Anonymous 

RADA Ensemble

Empower Patrons  
Juan Corbella and Howard 
Pfabe 
Richard Lissack KC  
Robert Lister

Collaborate Patrons  
Zac and Lucy Barratt 
Rosalind Clayton and Martin 
Higginson 
Aidan Clegg  
Peter Davies 
Gemma Jones  
Gerald Kidd  
Maxine Peake 
John and Antonia Romeo 
Anonymous 

Innovate Patrons 
Desmond and Madeleine Cohen 
Graham Downie 
Jennifer Hirschl  
Uche Mere 
Marcus Ryder 
Caroline Spicer 
David Warren 
Jill Whitehouse 

We also thank our generous 
RADA Ensemble Amplify Patrons 
and Members, as well as those 
supporters who prefer to remain 
anonymous.

Corporate Donors  
Warner Bros. Discovery 
Crystal Amber  

Industry Pathway Partners

Enable 
Entedi 
Onsight 
Panasonic 
Neg Earth 
Warner Bros Discovery 
Sotheby’s London 

Evolve 
MDG 
Akta Photography 
Champagne Taittinger 
Embrace 
White Light Ltd 
Pearl & Dean 
Triple E Track systems 

Create 
Ambersphere 

Inspire 
Le Mark Group Ltd 

In-Kind Partners 
Anna Valley Ltd 
Autograph Sound 
Cadac 
ETC 
Factory 
KV2 Audio 
Notch 
Panalux UK 
Projected Image 
Shure 
Signify Lighting  
TSL Lighting

Trusts and Foundations: 
The Austin and Hope Pilkington 
Trust 
Cockayne - Grants for the Arts: 
a donor advised fund held at The 
London Community Foundation 
The Behrens Foundation 
Backstage Trust 
The Black Heart Foundation 
CHK Foundation 
The Josephine Hart Poetry 
Foundation 
The Kirby Laing Foundation 
The Noël Coward Foundation 
The Sidney E Frank Foundation 
The Robert Gavron Charitable 
Trust 

Laurence Isaacson 
Scholarship 

Michael Blakemore 	
Scholarship 

Scholarship Fund
The Boris Karloff Charitable 
Foundation 
The Carne Trust 
The Clothworkers’ Foundation 
The John S Cohen Foundation 
The David Cunliffe Scholarship  
The Desmond Gill Memorial 
Award 
The D’Oyly Carte Charitable 
Trust 
The Gilbert and Eileen Edgar 
Foundation 
ITV Tony Warren Bursary 
The Josephine Hart Poetry 
Foundation 
The Laurence Olivier Bursary 

The Leverhulme Trust 
The Lilian Baylis Award 
The Lionel Bart Charitable 
Foundation 
The Nick Lewis Memorial Trust  
The Rigby Foundation 
The Dame Rosemary Squire 
Bursary 
The Sir John Gielgud Charitable 
Trust Bursary  
Sophie’s Silver Lining Fund 
The South Square Trust 
Trish Montemuro Bursary 
The Wall TrustThe William and 
Frances Branagh Memorial Fund 

In Memoriam 
Gifts made in honour of the 
following people:  
Michael Blakemore 

Notified Legacies 
Charles Barton 
Marcus and Susie Bicknell 
Philip Carne MBE 
Kenneth Cohen 
Sarah Cook 
Mike Cooper 
Craig Crosbie 
Sheila Dickinson 
Maureen Elton 
Sarah Evans 
Anthony Gardner 
Don Gaskell 
Guy Henry 
Richard Hicks 
Robin Houston 
David Hunt 
Nigel Pivaro 
Fiona Shaw CBE 
Joe Solomon 
Duncan Sparkes 
Felicity Trew
Bruce Wall 
Camilla Whitworth-Jones 
And all those who wish to 
remain anonymous. 

Realised Legacies 
Margaret Burkinshaw 
Renée Cooper 
Alastair Davidson 
Fenella Fielding 
Iris Evelyn Gillett 
James Hamilton 
Laurence Isaacson 
Robert Kaliban 
Sheila Manning 
Guy Pursey 
Ann Richardson 
Alan Rickman 
Griff Thomas 

Awards in Perpetuity 
Constance Roberts 
Dame Irene Vanbrugh 
Debbie Cronshaw 
Eleanore Bryan 
Elizabeth Sebok (Lead Voice 
Tutor) 

Eunice Black 
The Friends of RADA 
Garth Wilton - dedicated to  
Ann Wilton 
Gillian Wilson 
John Thaw 
Jess Sleath 
Kate Dreyer Memorial 
Keely Donovan 
Keith Waterhouse 
Lady Pilkington 

Lionel Gamlin 
Lord and Lady Attenborough 
Marianne Pearce 
Mary Higgins 
Mary Morris 
Max Reinhardt 
Peter and Sheila Bennett 
Peter Barkworth 

RADA Associates 
The Rayne Foundation 
The Searle Scholarship 
St Clair Bayfield 
The Sylvia London Student 
Bursary 
WCRS Student Bursary 

We would like to also thank 
those generous supporters who 
wish to remain anonymous.

Thank you to all those who donate in support of our training, our students, our creative and outreach programmes.
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Join RADA Ensemble
Enjoy exclusive opportunities 
to get closer to our work. 
Your support helps us 
continue to train and nurture 
the next generation of 
creative talent. Join us at 
rada.ac.uk/rada-ensemble  
or scan the QR code.


