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Biographies

Laura Wade
Writer
Laura Wade is an Olivier award-winning playwright 
and screenwriter. Home, I’m Darling won the 2019 
Olivier Award for Best New Comedy. Her other 
theatre work includes: The Watsons (an adaptation 
of Jane Austen’s unfinished novel); an adaptation 
of Sarah Waters’ Tipping the Velvet; Posh; Kreutzer 
vs Kreutzer (a play for voices featuring music by 
Beethoven and Janacek); Alice (an adaptation of 
Alice in Wonderland); Other Hands; Colder Than Here; 
and Young Emma (an adaptation of WH Davies book). 
She has also written several plays for young people 
including The Wild Swans, Twelvemachine and  
The Last Child.

Deborah Paige
Director
Deborah Paige directs for theatre, television and 
radio and works extensively in London drama 
schools. She was artistic director of Salisbury 
Playhouse and the Sheffield Crucible and has 
directed productions at the National Theatre, Soho 
Theatre, Hampstead, The Old Vic, and the Arcola. 
Her work for BBC radio drama includes her own 
adaptation of Elizabeth Bowen’s novel To The North. 
TV work includes EastEnders, Casualty, Holby City 
and Judge John Deed - (Director) and Sex Education 
(Acting Coach). Other directing projects at RADA 
include Women of Troy, Villette and Summer folk in 
the Jerwood Vanbrugh, A Month in the Country and 
The Daughter in Law in the GBS and The Sugar Wife 
in the Guielgud. Short films for RADA include Mazi 
Sou and Celebrity Worst Nightmare. Deborah worked 
in collaboration with Diverse City to create SW!M 
and SW!M TOO at The Mowlem, Swanage in June 
‘22 and June ’23 and Everydrop with Superculture in 
Weston Supermare in October ’24.

Zoe Squire
Designer
Zoe is Co-Artistic Director of the award winning 
theatre company Pins and Needles Productions 
and a freelance set, costume and puppet designer. 
She has designed for theatre, festivals, immersive 
events across the globe.

Theatre includes: Treasure Island (Bristol Old Vic 
Theatre School), Dick Whittington (Nominated for 
Best Panto 2023, Salisbury Playhouse); The Night 
Before Christmas (Salisbury Playhouse); Raymond 
Briggs’ Father Christmas (Lyric Hammersmith, 
Leeds Playhouse); The Bear (Midlands Arts Centre 
and Malaysia); OZ (Tobacco Factory Theatres); 

Oi Frog & Friends! (Olivier nominated, Lyric, West 
End); Select A Quest (online); Mr Popper’s Penguins 
(Criterion, West End and New Victory New York); 
A Little of What you Fancy (Salisbury Playhouse); 
Much Ado About Nothing and Romeo and Juliet 
(Rabble Theatre); Double Act (Polka Theatre); Flies 
(Pleasance, Edinburgh); The Scarlet Pimpernel 
(Theatre Royal Bath); Little Mermaid (Winner of Best 
Family Show at the 2018 UK Theatre Awards, the 
egg); Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs (Les 
Enfant Terribles/Les Petite); Scoop (GDIF, Latitude 
Festival); Ernest and the Pale Moon (Pleasance 
Edinburgh); Nativity (Bristol Old Vic Theatre School); 
Elves and the Shoemakers (Tobacco Factory); 
Glengarry Glen Ross (Ustinov Studio); The Infant (Les 
Enfant Terribles); Riot (the egg); Rex (Wassail Theatre 
Company); A Clockwork Orange (Alma Theatre).

Mia Swann
Lighting Designer
Mia Swann is a lighting student in her final year 
of the BA (Hons) in Technical Theatre and Stage 
Management. Her previous lighting design credit 
includes A Midsummer Night’s Dream as apart of 
RADA’s Shakespeare For Young Audiences. Alongside 
this Mia’s other credits include Lighting Programmer 
at the Royal Academy of Music for their opera Hansel 
And Gretel as well as for RADA’s recent production 
of Three Sisters. While still in her academic journey, 
Mia is committed to learning and growing as a 
technician, and as a soon to be graduate, Mia is 
excited to take the skills she has learned into the 
professional world.

Jonathan Armitage
Sound Designer
Jonathan is in his second year of the FdA in 
Technical Theatre and Stage Management pursuing 
a career in sound. Jonathan’s most recent design 
credits include: Bring It On and Rent with Stagecoach 
Performing Arts at the Atrium Theatre and Robinson 
Theatre; Footloose with CTC at The Great Hall; 
 As You Like It, The Winter’s Tale and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream with RADA at the Jerwood  
Vanbrugh theatre.
 
Sound No1 and 2 credits include: NYMT In Concert, 
When I Grow Up, Merrily We Roll Along all with NYMT 
at Rose Theatre Kingston and Southwark Playhouse 
Elephant; Our House, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Shrek, Calendar Girls all with 
the Cambridge Youth Theatre at the Great Hall.



RADA Supporters
Thank you to all those who support our world-leading training in the dramatic and production arts. Together we are 
nurturing creative expression, removing barriers, empowering talented individuals, and influencing positive change  
in the creative industries and wider community. 

Our supporters all contribute to the work that makes RADA a centre of excellence, transforming the next generation 
of talent. 

Major Supporters:

Academy Circle
Sir Kenneth Branagh
Charles Holloway 
Anne Peck
And all those who wish to 
remain anonymous.

President’s Circle
Alan and Ros Haigh
Robert Lister 
Sir Stephen Waley-Cohen Bt
Satoko Yamaga Macdonald
And all those who wish to 
remain anonymous.

RADA Ensemble:
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and Members.

Corporate partners:
AXA XL
Warner Bros. Discovery

Corporate Donors
Crystal Amber

Event Partners
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In-Kind Partners
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Lead Supporters
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Major Supporters 
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Longman Charitable Trust
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Supporters 
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Maggie and Peter Murray-Smith
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Patrick and Anna Thomson
The Thornton Foundation
The Sylvia Waddilove 
Foundation
The William and Frances 
Branagh Memorial Fund
Geraldine Winner
And all those who wish to 
remain anonymous.

Trusts and Foundations:
Cockayne - Grants for the Arts: 
a donor advised fund held at The 
London Community Foundation
The Behrens Foundation
Black Heart Foundation
CHK Foundation
The Kirby Laing Foundation
The Rigby Foundation
The Sidney E Frank Foundation
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Trust 
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Scholarship

Scholarship Fund:
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The Boris Karloff Foundation
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The John S Cohen Foundation
The Desmond Gill Memorial 
Award
The D’Oyly Carte Charitable 
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The Gilbert and Eileen Edgar 
Foundation
The Sir John Gielgud Charitable 
Trust Bursary
The Josephine Hart Poetry 
Foundation
The Laurence Olivier Award
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The Lilian Baylis Award
The Lionel Bart Charitable 
Foundation
Trish Montemuro Bursary
Sophie’s Silver Lining Fund
The South Square Trust
The Wall Trust
Warner Bros. Entertainment
The William and Frances 
Branagh Memorial Fund
ITV Tony Warren Bursary 
The David Cunliffe Scholarship
The Nick Lewis Memorial Trust  
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Charles Barton
Marcus and Susie Bicknell
Philip Carne MBE
Kenneth Cohen
Sarah Cook
Mike Cooper
Craig Crosbie
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Sheila Dickinson
Maureen Elton
Sarah Evans
Anthony Gardner
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Stephen Greif
Guy Henry
Richard Hicks
Robin Houston
David Hunt
Vivian Munn
Nigel Pivaro
Fiona Shaw CBE
Michael Simkins
John St Brioc Hooper
Felicity Trew
Bruce Wall
Camilla Whitworth-Jones
And all those who wish to 
remain anonymous.

Realised Legacies
Margaret Burkinshaw
Renée Cooper
Alastair Davidson
Fenella Fielding
Iris Evelyn Gillett
James Hamilton
Laurence Isaacson
Robert Kaliban
Sheila Manning
Guy Pursey
Ann Richardson
Alan Rickman
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Awards in Perpetuity
Constance Roberts
Dame Irene Vanbrugh
Debbie Cronshaw
Eleanore Bryan
Elizabeth Sebok (Lead Voice 
Tutor)
Eunice Black
The Friends of RADA
Garth Wilton - dedicated to  
Ann Wilton
Gillian Wilson
John Thaw
Jess Sleath
Kate Dreyer Memorial
Keely Donovan
Keith Waterhouse
Lady Pilkington
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BA (Hons) in Acting

These are the 2025 graduates of our three-year 
BA (Hons) in Acting. Their profiles can be found at 
www.rada.ac.uk/profiles and you can see them in our 
student productions throughout this academic year.  
We are eager for our graduates to gain employment 
but failing to complete their final year of training may 
prevent them from gaining their degree and can hinder 

their long-term development in the profession. Therefore, 
students are not permitted to sign with an agent or artists’ 
management before Friday 17 March 2025. Any offers of 
employment or representation should be directed to  
Joan Oliver (Interim Director of BA Actor Training) via 
actors@rada.ac.uk or 020 7636 7076.
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Join RADA Ensemble
Unlock exclusive supporters’ benefits 
to go behind the scenes, meet the next 
generation of talented performers, and 
experience our work. Your support directly 
contributes to nurturing and training 
emerging creative talent. Join us and play 
a vital role in shaping the future of theatre 
and screen.
Join us at rada.ac.uk/rada-ensemble  
or scan the QR code.
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